
Foreign Press Bureau and Croatian Information Centre celebrate 25th anniversary  

 

THEY CAME TO CROATIA TO HELP WHEN IT WAS NEEDED MOST 

 

 
Wartime staff members, volunteers and associates of the FPB and CIC at the international symposium in Zagreb 

 

The symposium noted the great contribution made by young Croatians from the emigrant 

communities who volunteered their time to the FPB and the CIC at the height of the 

Homeland War and thus contributed to the struggle that won Croatia's independence and the 

survival of the Croats of Bosnia-Herzegovina 

 

A three-day international symposium opened at the Crystal Hall of Zagreb's Westin hotel on 

Friday the 23rd of 2017 with the FPB/CIC 1991–2017 exhibition, showcasing the work of the 

Foreign Press Bureau and the Croatian Information Centre. The symposium participants 

discussed the work of the two organisations, founded to provide foreign journalists access to 

first-hand information on the Homeland War and enabling them to disseminate an accurate 

picture of the aggressive war waged against Croatian, and later against Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The symposium was held under the high patronage of Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-

Kitarović, and organised by the Croatian Culture Council with the support of the State Office 

for Croats Abroad, the Croatian Heritage Foundation and American Mara Letica to mark the 

25th anniversary of the founding of the FPB and CIC. The exhibition and symposium 

organisation committee consisted of CIC founder Ante Beljo, Dragan Lozančić, Snježana 

Radoš, Mirko Volarević and Vice John Batarelo. 

 

The event evoked a level of heartfelt emotion and pride that cannot be put into 

words, as did the reunion of some of the participants from around the world that 

have not met in the intervening twenty years. 

 

A photo and documentation exhibition 

The exhibition was declared officially open on behalf of Prime Minister Andrej Plenković by 

Assistant Minister of Culture Iva Hraste Sočo. Also at the opening were Rear Admiral Robert 

Hranj, on hand representing the defence ministry, Antonija Nina Škoro on behalf of State 

Secretary Zvonko Milas of the State Office for Croats Abroad, former foreign and European 

affairs minister Davor Ivo Stier, State Secretary Zdravka Bušića of the foreign and European 



affairs ministry, Croatian Army general Željko Glasnović, Croatian Heritage Foundation 

director Mirjana Piskulić, Croatian Culture Council and Croatian Writers' Association president 

Đuro Vidmarović and many others, including foreign correspondents and former volunteers 

and staffers with the FPB and CIC from Croatia and from our emigrant communities. Ante 

Beljo underlined the underappreciated but significant role played by the FPB and CIC in 

informing the global public of the aggressive war waged against Croatia. Tomislav 

Kuzmanović spoke on behalf of the Croatian American Association and outlined the role of 

these and other Croatian associations and individuals in the emigrant communities in the 

defence of Croatia, and in winning its international recognition. 

It was an opportunity for friends and former associates to meet and to recall the hard times 

and circumstances in which they worked at the height of the Homeland War. A tour of the 

exhibition's photographic and other documentation from the period evoked a level of heartfelt 

emotion and pride that cannot be put into words, as did the reunion of some of the 

participants that have not met in the intervening twenty years. 

 

 
 

Conference and panel discussions 

Former foreign minister Mate Granić took part in the conference on day two of the 

symposium. Speaking on behalf of President Grabar-Kitarović he greeted the event 

participants and recalled his own participation in the political and wartime events during his 

term as foreign minister. Also there to welcome the participants and guests was former FPB 

head Dragan Lozančić. His introductory speech focused on how and why the Foreign Press 

Bureau was created, who took part and what role the Croatian diaspora played in it all. 

The first panel discussion on The Perspective of the National Authorities was moderated by 

Tihomir Vinković and saw the participation of Croatian officials familiar with the role of the 

FPB and the work of the international press covering the Homeland War in Croatia, including 

former minister and former public relations advisor at the office of the president Vesna Škare-

Ožbolt, former minister of information Branko Salaj and former assistant minister of 

information and CIC founder Ante Beljo. They discussed the global media, public relations 

strategies and the role of the FPB in shaping public opinion on the global stage. 



 
Former foreign minister Mate Granić was on hand on behalf of President Kolinda Grabar Kitarović 

 

 
The Volunteers and Staff panel: Mislav Togonal, Franjo Beljo, Krešimir Macan, Mirko Volarević,  

Damir Vucić, George Jure Rudman and Željana Zovko 

 



 
Perspective of the International Media panel: Hrvoje Krešić, Roy Gutman, Askold Krushelnycky and Erich Rathfelder 

 

 
The Perspective of the National Authorities panel:  Tihomir Vinković, Vesna Škare-Ožbolt, Ante Beljo and Branko Salaj 

 

International correspondents 

The second panel discussion on The Perspective of the International Media was moderated by 

reporter Hrvoje Krešić and saw the participation of international correspondents covering the 

war in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina in the early nineteen-nineties: former Newsday 

correspondent Roy Gutman (USA), a recipient of the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for International 

Reporting and author of A Witness to Genocide (1993); former The Sunday Times and The 

European Newspaper correspondent Askold Krushelnycky (Great Britain); and Erich 

Rathfelder (Germany), the recipient of a prize for journalism this year from a Southeast 



European association, who has worked as a reported in southeast Europe for the past thirty 

years. The panel discussion focused on the perspective of international correspondents sent 

to Croatia to cover the war. 

Mislav Togonal moderated the third panel discussion, which saw the participation of 

employees and volunteers with the FPB: Mirko Volarević, Krešimir Macan, Željana Zovko, Jure 

Rudman, Franjo Beljo and Damir Vucić. Speaking of their experiences and concrete situations 

the discussion broadened to all the conference participants who, as first hand participants of 

the events, complemented the work of the FPB, recalling concrete situations they were 

involved in. 

The international symposium wrapped up on Sunday, the 25th of June, when Croatia 

celebrated Statehood Day, with a Catholic mass at the Church of Our Holy Mother of Liberty 

and a picnic afterwards at the Špansko Bocce Centre with family, friends, returnees from the 

emigrant communities and many others. 

 

One of the greatest successes of the FPB, likely a watershed moment in the media 

reporting on the war waged against Croatia, was in bringing United States of 

America Congressman Frank McCloskey to the village of Voćin. 

 

The historical background 

The Foreign Press Bureau was founded in Zagreb in August of 1991 to facilitate journalist 

access to reliable information to report to the international public on the aggressive war 

waged against Croatia and later against Bosnia-Herzegovina. Initially it had an office in 

Zagreb at the information ministry, before moving to the Hotel Intercontinental, now the 

Westin, where the majority of foreign reporters found accommodation. Field offices were 

created at key locations along the zone of conflict in Croatia (Osijek, Vinkovci, Slavonski Brod, 

Split, Zadar, Dubrovnik, Imotski), and later in Bosnia-Herzegovina (Mostar, Međugorje, Tuzla, 

Vitez, Sarajevo, Kiseljak, Orašje). 

There was no existing infrastructure or work system at the time, and the operation began 

from scratch. Initially the work focused primarily on the translation of releases from the HINA 

news agency, quickly moving on to authored reports, documentation work, accompanying 

reporters to the front lines and specific translations (reports on key events), staging foreign 

press corps conferences and interviews. Later one-on-one work with reporters was 

introduced. The Bureau offered services to journalists reporting from the battlegrounds, 

visiting razed villages, collecting documentation, describing events, gathering eyewitness 

accounts and footage. In their work the offices avoided the trap of cheap propaganda and 

documented only that which could be corroborated. They earned the respect of foreign 

reporters for their reliability and objectivity, which was and remains the chief asset of the 

FPB. Later very good contacts and cooperation were achieved in part with the European 

Community observers, the UN peace forces, international war crimes investigators (the 

Bassiouni Commission and the Hague tribunal) and with many humanitarian and human 

rights protection organisations. 

 

Help from America, Canada, Australia… 

The FPB began operations thanks to the selfless dedication and persistence of true Croatian 

patriots from the emigrant communities and the homeland. The Croatian-American 

Association and the branch offices of the CIC in the USA and Canada recruited Pat Mackley, 

an expert from Washington, to assist in setting up the local FPBs and in organising their 

operations. Pat had a wealth of experience in the work of offices of this kind in other parts of 

the world. In October of 1990 Croatians in Vancouver provided their support in hiring the 

services of Laura Vandriel's Consensus Communications Inc. The Croatian-Canadian 



Information Centre was led by Walter Mustapić. Noteworthy in these initial activities are the 

CIC branch offices in Canada (Toronto and Vancouver) and in Cleveland in the USA and the 

private-sector-focused Croatian-American Association (CAA) under the leadership of Ilija 

Letica. In Australia CIC branches were active in Sydney and Melbourne. 

 

"When the war broke out I immediately joined the work of the CIC with Mr Beljo – 

unable to sit in Australia and watch the suffering of the Croatian people I had to 

come to offer help." 

 

The horrifying footage sent around the world of dismembered bodies shattered by a Serbian 

shell fired into the streets of Petrinje were shot with small amateur cameras hidden under the 

jackets of FPB volunteer camerapersons. Thirty-six such small amateur cameras were 

distributed by the CIC in July of 1991 to volunteers shooting footage in parts of Croatia and 

Bosnia-Herzegovina under attack that they would then submit to the offices. The staffers and 

several hundred volunteers with the FPB and the CIC also used small recording devices to 

record interviews and eyewitness testimony of the victims of the military aggression. Daily 

reports were drawn up on the basis of this testimony and sent for archival to the 

documentation centre. 

 

The international impact 

The FPB began to garner increasing mentions in the foreign press. On the 23rd of October 

1991 Roy Gutman wrote of the work of the Foreign Press Bureau. On the 3rd of November 

1991 Askolt Krushelnycky (The European) penned an article on the Serbian hiring of the 

professional American promotion and lobbying firm Saatchi to remedy increasingly 

unfavourable media reports on their activities in an attempt to brush the truth about their war 

crimes under the carpet. 

One of the greatest successes of the FPB, likely a watershed moment in the media reporting 

on the war waged against Croatia, was in bringing United States of America Congressman 

Frank McCloskey to the village of Voćin. McCloskey was one of the first witnesses of the 

monstrous massacre of Croatian civilians committed by Serbian forces in Voćin. McCloskey 

said that it was a critical moment that led him to spearhead efforts to put an end to the 

Serbian aggression against Croatian and later against Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

During the Homeland War for independence in Croatia and the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina FPB 

staffers constantly put their own lives at risk to file independent reports and to accompany 

foreign press teams. It is worth remembering that eighteen reporters lost their lives in 1991 

reporting on the war from the battlefields. The Foreign Press Bureau reported from all the 

war-torn parts of the country, from Vukovar to Prevlaka, and from across Bosnia-

Herzegovina. 

 

Dragan Lozančić, head of the FPB in the 1990s: "We had two objectives in organising this 

symposium. The first was to tell this underappreciated story, so that it will remain written 

down in our history, while the second goal was to in some manner express our thanks to all 

the people who volunteered in the Homeland War effort at the Foreign Press Bureau." 

Ante Beljo, former assistant minister of information and head of the Croatian Information 

Centre: "Most of these people coming from the emigrant communities at the time were aged 

from 19 to 25, many had graduated from university, possessed a knowledge of foreign 

languages and decided to come to Croatia to help in any way they could. Some stayed for a 

few months, some for several years, risking their lives to accompany foreign journalists and 

guides and translators on the front lines of the battlefields." 



Davor Ivo Stier, a FPB volunteer who went on to serve recently as foreign and European 

affairs minister: "Along with the need to defend our liberty on the front lines, in the struggle 

against Milošević's aggressive war it was vital to give the world this information so that they 

might gain a real picture of the aggressive war waged against Croatia. The Foreign Press 

Bureau and Croatian Information Centre made massive contributions in this respect." 

Jack Vlasich, a FPB and CIC volunteer; now 82 he made the trip from Australia to take part 

in this event: "When the war broke out I immediately joined the work of the CIC with Mr 

Beljo – unable to sit in Australia and watch the suffering of the Croatian people I had to come 

to offer help. I came for this symposium to express my great respect for those people for 

their contribution in the Homeland War effort and am very proud to have been a small part of 

this story." 

 

By: Editorial board; Photography: HKV / Jadranka Lučić 

 

 

 
The reception hosted by President Franjo Tuđman in January of 1992 

 
NEGOTIATIONS IN MOSTAR on the 31st of August 1994. US Ambassador to Bosnia Victor Jackovich, United States Congressman 

Frank McCloskey, Bosnia-Herzegovina Federation President Zubak and interpreter George Jure Rudman (FPB). On the other side 

is joint forces commander General Ante Rosso, Vice President Ejup Ganić and Safet Orucević, the mayor of eastern Mostar  



 
The staff of the International Press Centre in Osijek in 1991 

 
Dragan Lozančić in Sisak with reporter Mike Williams in July of 1991 

 
A telephone press conference in Osijek in November of 1991 with the Croatian Radio station 

in Vukovar just ahead of the town's fall and occupation. 

 



 
The FPB headquarters in Zagreb's Intercontinental hotel in 1992 

 

 
January 1992 saw the Maglica family of California, active in the local chapter of the CAA, donate to the FPB two cars 

and fifty thousand Mag Lite flashlights of the kind used by American troops during Operation Desert Storm. The FPB 

distributed these flashlights to defenders on the front lines in Croatia, from Nuštar to Dubrovnik. 

 


